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•What is Human Trafficking? 
•Definitions
•Types
•Patterns

•Trafficking in the US – how 
similar/unique? 

•Responses to trafficking
•Problems/controversies



WHAT IS HT? 
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HOW DIFFERENT FROM…

• Immigration/migration

• Human smuggling

• Slavery
• Denial of free will
• Unfair/absent compensation for labor
• Process? 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ak1Hu8mmQw


TYPES OF SLAVERY

•Bonded labor
•Forced labor
•Descent-based labor
•Trafficked labor
•Child labor
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TYPES – SEX TRAFFICKING
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LABOR
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ORGAN TRAFFICKING
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CHILD LABOR/TRAFFICKING
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TRAFFICKERS
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Gary and Meghann Wiggins, owners Blessed Hope 
Academy

Sarah Kellen and Ghislaine Maxwell
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PATTERNS
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SLAVERY AND TRAFFICKING: BY 
THE NUMBERS

• Total number of slaves – 45.8 million in 167 countries (WalkFree 
Foundation)

• 58% -- India, China, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Uzbekistan (ILO)

• $150 billion/year business (ILO) 

• $99 bn commercial sex (22% of slaves; ROI 100-1000%)
• $34 bn construction, mining
• $9 bn agriculture
• $8 bn domestic help

• Total prosecutions 2018– 11,069 (State Dept) (US – 1,049) 

• Total convictions 2018 – 7,481 
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CAUSES: PUSH AND PULL FACTORS

• Source vs destination countries
• Economics 

• Macro – poverty, globalization
• Micro – economic risk for traffickers

• Demographics
• Cultural/historical

• Women’s rights
• History of slavery? 

• Political
• Conflict
• Corruption
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TRAFFICKING IN THE US
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TRAFFICKING IN THE US

• All types (other than child soldiers)
• Source and destination country
• Leading cities -- Atlanta, Houston, El Paso, Los 

Angeles, Chicago
• Historical/cultural
• Legal framework

• Domestic and agriculture sectors
• Visa programs (B-1, H-2)

• Role of religious groups
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RESPONSES TO TRAFFICKING
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Trafficking Victims Protection Act (Oct 
2000)
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POLICY RESPONSES “3P’S”

•Prosecution
•Criminal liability (sex and labor)
•Asset forfeiture
•Victim access to civil damages
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Passage of first criminalization 

provisions



PREVENTION

•Training (police)
•Hotline
•Task Forces
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PROTECTION

•Victim care
•“Safe Harbor” for minors

•Vacating criminal convictions
•Lodging, care

•Lower burden of proof for minors
•Vacating convictions for non-minors
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WHAT HAPPENED? 

Rapid but partial response… 
•Criminalization 
•Expansion of training 

•Public sector
•Private sector 

•Victim care?
•Vacating of convictions? 
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PROBLEMS AND CONTROVERSIES

Trafficking or sex work?
Abolitionist vs sex work perspectives

• is it trafficking only if coercion exists or is sex 
work an inherently corrupt enterprise? 

How to deal with the sex trade? 
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Prohibition: 
illegal under all 
circumstances 

Legalization: 
legal if…
Ex: Swedish 
Model

Decriminalization:
• Remove criminal 

penalties
• Treat as business 

(rights and 
regulations)



LABOR TRAFFICKING

•Free versus unfree labor 

•Regulations and accountability
•Visa system
•Outsourcing/contractors
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Worker Rights:

“Free” Labor:
• Fair wages
• No coercion (exit/entry)
• Safe worker conditions

“Unfree” Labor:
• No wages
• Coerced
• Dangerous work 

conditions



FINAL THOUGHTS/SUMMATION

•Relatively “young” area of concern
•Emotional pull versus rational responses
•Underlying causes and conditions

•Not “isolated evil…” 
•No easy fix

•Awareness
•Resources and understanding
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